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EDITORIAL

| have volunteered to act as editor for the next two ‘issues of the Bulletin,
We are hoping to recommence production of the Bulletin on a regular basis at
the rate of two issues per year.This edition is devoted entirely fto the Ciub
Greek Expedition during the Summer of 1979.Although this issue has been
somewhat delayed,it is hoped that the Summer 1980 issue will appear closer to
the scheduled publishing date.Contributions for +he neéxt and subsequent

editlons are eagerly awaited.

Bul letin Editor:
Pete Hart,

42 Gravel Hill,
Addington,
Croydon CRO 5BD
Surrey.
01-656-9054
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W.5.C. 1979 GREECE EXPEDITION.24 August-15September./sn Scelby,Chris Sowe

EXPEDITION MEMBERS

Jon Selby Leader

Chris Sowe Supplies co-ordinator and photographer
Dr. Tony Boycott Expedition Doctor

Pete Hart Mechanic and communication

Sharon Roy Finance

Jeremy Complin
Steve Sopp
Kate Holland

Dave Higginson

AIMS: To investigate the area surrrounding Vradeton with the intention of

exploring sites of speloeological interest.To bottom the Epos Chasm.

INTRODUCTION

Picture a valley.

The sides are steep,the lower slopes shrouded in trees.A white scar on the
bottom winding it's way to the middle distance shows the track of the river
that was.

The sides of the valley ascend steeply,to about 1000 feet,where the cliffs
start. '

Then up rear the crags ,to over a kilometre in height.Man is dwarfed to '
insignificance by this stupendous spectacle.

That is dimly what the Vicos Gorge looks like.It is best approached by
the Papigon road.Follow it to the transition point where,just over a bridge,
it becomes a dirt track.Following the river that flows under the bridge,upstream
one will encounter more than twenty waist deep river crossings.The scenery
meanwhile becomes more and more spectacular,until you step out into the gorge
proper.

Look up at the seemingly endless vista of cliffs and in particular at the
dominatining massif of the Astraka Plateau.Up there are some of the world's
finest shafts.Between you and the clifftops wheeling in great arcs are the
eagles.Staking their claim on their own territory.

This is the starting point of the Expedition.

The problems of getting ourselves and gear on to the Plateau now seem
very real.But if we knew what problems and obstacles were actually going to
block our path,would we have given up....?
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Kasarma Gorge

Kapesovon Gorge

ASTRAKA
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CAVES AROUND THE VRADETON AREA - ASTRAKA - GREECE
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Chris Sowe &
Part Cne: Caves of Vradeton  Jon Selby.

For 17 years Astraka has attracted Cavers to its lofty heights drawn
initially by stories of Provatina and later Epos Chasm, and by its
super active potential that, even now, after very detailed surface
surveying, the area still has, Our guide George, from the Greek
speleological Society suggested Vradeton as a starting point for

our search for new caves. At 5,000 feet, the village is the highest
in the area.

The old approach was via an impressive mule track, that zig zags up
the Kapesovon Gorge. The new 'road' skirts around the edge of the gorge
and takes you down into Vradeton.

The arrival there was something of a celebration. We received a very warm
wvelcome, and were shown several cave entrances. About half cof them were

done a11eged1y by an American expedition.

Apparently the Americans went over the area with a fine tooth comb, and
marked nearly every entrance, but no report has been forthcoming from all
our contacts, The only American work that we could find documented

was Fred Wefers 'Tymphe Range Reconnaissance'.

The Inhabitants of Vradeton could give nc information about the Caves
that the Amercians had done since they were never themselves informed.
It is very impertant to keep the locals informed abcut any progress made

and contributes enormously to a good relationship as we found out.
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V17 - Chandaki Coletta -

1/9/79 - C.S.

Chandaki: Colletta is situated in a -band of limestone abgve a: dry wvalley

to .the North of Vradeton. : The entrance is a one metre .diamgtee hole.:
with, @ rock chocked across ithe top, all neatly disguised by -a small ..
removable bush:: The entrance is rigged by belaying to. the rock, giving a
50 ft free hang'to‘a 45o sloping ledge, covered in mud and mossi. -The second
pitch follows .immediately, free hanging then eventua]lyymeet1ng the wall and

, 1.very. loose boulders compacted by earth.

Rope protectors were put in place, bolting being :impossiLle wethout difificulty
as the walls were covered in a calcite flow.  The final section of |+ .

the pitch was against the wall, the rope just reaching::the bottom.:. .Scramble
sover-a few boulders and down a short slope .and the end. of .the; cave 5. reached.
A small chamber about 10 ft by: 5 fit by 12 ft high with, a coating of: calcite
and a large calcite flow marking its limits. A search,of the chamber

revealed a small hole in the wall, the final resting place of: a::lamb:;or

«1:kid goat. - The-hole was not asurface. shaft, .and the apimal's bones: were

in stheir correct natural -placing.,; Therefore one can only, presume.that the
animal was alive on arrival at the bottom of the cave, after.a, 165 ft drop.

V16 = 1/9/79 m €8 o1 Ll diee s noq a1 23 .zwelod dnststiih

A 3 ft wide crack in the side of the valley floor, below V17, about

10 ft high but quickly. decreasing in dimension, . until: affer 40ft ds; reduced
0 a2 ft. x 2 ft crawl and .a r1ght -angle: bend, after, the bend the passage
becomes impassabile.. ' : ) t5 han:

IUP29TNI I 1K
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Repetina

3/3/79?4, oS 11/9/29chdi5.

Hav1nq f1n1shed photograph1ng Ka]ogr1a and Joun1k1s, CS JC SR found
themse]ves in the Jlocal tavern exchanging hand s1gnals with the Jdocals.
Enqu1r1es led - to us be1ng taken across the hills by a 1oca1 and shown
Repet1na Th1s cave held great mystery for the shepherds and we were
asked to take great care, rocks dropped from the entrance gave the
lmpress1on of being 1ost then 'Booom'. ~ The usual glances of amazement,
the strugg1e to bo]t the shaft fix_the back- -up and get ctanged befure YOur. partner.
Thelentrance is an e11pt1ca1 ho1e of 20 ft located in & < vacfield.

On -the 1nvest1gat1on of the Rit, the two hundred and  twenty: foot
bluevater was_ 1owered th1s was _; obviously. not reach1ng the bottom,:};_wuu
o) the 170 ft was attachedd be]ayed to- a bo]t atout 4C ft from the entrance
and backed -up to a trusty looking boulder the size of a Ford Escort.

€S descended The fwrst 30 ft needs a. lot of rope protect1en, being, a slope.
The next 40 ft be1ng aga1nst rock coated in. 1ush green. moss. untjl a difh a1
is reached where protect10ﬂ is added and then the p1tch becomes freahahg1ng
hext to-Epos, this s the most Jdmpressive pit descended by the expediticn.
The shaft opened out, revea11ng various side shafts containing pools

and, what could have been shafts gojng even deeper. than: the original .

The, wa]]s of the shaft are 11tera1ly covered with flowstone in bands of
d1fferent colours. .. CS retreated upon_reaching the terminal, knot in the de
rope. mark1ng the end of h1s exploration.

The pit was later bottomed by JS passing a shelf containing a large flowstone
pocl formed bty a flow of water entering from a side shaft. The floor is
reached at - 400 ft. Looking up the shaft presented a very impressive
picturesque ascent, with daylight streaming through the conical entrance,

the distance is deceptive the top is nearer than one would assume, and

to add some spice to the ascent is the main rope protector whistling down

by your ear as you complete the ascent on an unprotected rope.
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Kalogria - Yankee Snap

1/9/79 PH, JC, JS 2/9/79 JS, JC, DH, 5S, KH
3/9/79 JC, CS

Kalogria can be divided into twc sections. Section A being a Tong narrow
crack open to the surface, 100 ft deep with a sloping gravel floor.

The home of a notorious dead member of the canine family, but also very
much alive, a mere 100 ft vertical descent is no challenge to a band

of ambitious flies desperate tc perpetuate the species.

Section B is entered 45 ft down the western wall, via a spor*’ 3 traverse
to the top of the 144 ft freehanging pitch, eliptica: in shcpe and
partially in daylight. The bomb shelter is the small chamber at the
bottom of the pitch which provides welcome protection from the debris
showering from above. The final pitch is a muddy tube against the rock
all the way for 85 ft. This leads to an impassable rift. The cave

was christened 'Yankee Snap' by ourselves after hearing of the tale

of the American exploration of the pit in 1977 ending 1in accident and

a broken leg. '

Alonia - Ogof Soggi Doggi

31/8/79 - J§
1/9/79 - JS, JC, CS

The cave has a very impressive entrance. A 60 ft diameter hole, just

on the outskirts of the village. JS, CS, JC arrived bearing 170 ft bluewater
as dusk set in. The pitch was bolted and JS descended, deciding to return
upon reaching the end of the line.  The three expectant adventurers returned
to sample the delights of alcohol with the remainder of the group.

First Tight saw the same three return to Alonia with 435 ft bluewater
and Tight heads. JC, JS abseiled down and called for CS to return to
the camp to collect more rope. Upon returning 25 minutes later CS
found JS Tleaving the cave muttering about live hand grenades, bones
and dead dogs in various stages of decay littering the shaft floor. In

disbelief CS descended coming to rest inagelatinous dog. The shaft is a
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tube of 210 ft with much scaloping by v ter Tiow 2nd covered in a layer

of dark green moss. The floor is gravel covered to ithe second pitch,

which had tc be cleared of rocks te gain entry. The pitch vas in twe parts
the first ending in a deep ledge, the second aiving access to a 25ft square
chamber and a large dangerous scree slope. There JC pulled a sword from
the scree which we removed from the cave and gave te the Greek speleo rep
for dating. Lots of animal bones were evidert in the chamber, we did not
investigate the top of the scree slope due to its unpredictable nature.

E§cweavemhedd Sres

RS - Nifi '
2/9/79 JS, CS

The entrance to Nifi is a grike on the edge of the ¢'* east of
Yradeton, marked by a clump orf trees. A freehanging pitch of about

50 ft meets a ledge and then continues against a collapsed wall

contairing many unstable boulders (most of which JS managed to send raining
down on top of CS's head on his ascent, Tuckily the rope was undamaged.)
until a depth of about 140 ft is reached. There the rope was attached to a
bolt and the 53 ft pitch descended and the daylight Teft behind. At the
bg;tomhygg_swjhg intd a_chck_gnﬁ\}hrough a squeeze down a 2C ft pitch where
the pi; terminates in 2 small charkter with a gravel flcor.

Jounikis

31/8/79 JS
379 SR G

Jounikis is a fissure on theedge of the Kapesovon gorge it can be

descended from the 60 ft end or the 90 ft. An uninspiring hole, with
a sloping ‘gravel floor. Small amounts of calcite flow on the walls.
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Part Two_: . Astraka,Epos Chasm. - Jon Selby.

The last week cf the expedition was spent in an all out assault cn the Epos
Chasm. The first days were spent on ferrying the equipment onto Astraka.

In all we made three attempts on Epcs. The first was merely a tackling

trip, lasting about five hours.

The next day we planred to kottom the cave, but due to inclement weather
we felt it was unwise to enter, as Epos has a large catchment area, and

therefore cculd potentially take a lct ¢f water.

The day after we entered tke cave and on reaching the 500 ft ledge, we found
the cave still tcc wet for comfert, and therefore began teo A e,

The third attempt was twc cays later which met with success.

The Epos Chasm at 150C feet is at present the deepest cave in Creece. Itc
horizontal development by contrast is virtually ron existart. It lies very close
to the edge of the Vicce gorge, inside a deep bowl abcut haif & mile across

and 200 ft deep. Seen from a distance, the depressicn is grossly unsubtle, and
one can't help feeling that something must be there,

The cave itself is a narrow ¢lit with a large shakehole behind.

The way down is via the slit. CGoing in at cne end, one encounters a
steep qulley, with two easy climbs. After descending & 25 ft ladder, you
reach the first big pitch.
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Epos: The last descent,

nesiThe final assaultyen.Epesswastmadelon: Sunday evenirg,-September: 8thi
Since we had earlier cr in the week removed all the bolts in case a quick
detackledwashnecessary,t1 hadftosrepTacefandt webeday:the:ropes dgain,

ipbutetbisqdidenotrpresentrmuch c¢f an obstacle.

'he Takingay part] imithd siasisalld vire Jory,. Chr'is ' Qerry! and SWaror-c L/

ghrj§ gn@ Sharop_eniered-1§5t; @$+they were photographing, while Jerry
came ahead with me to help with the rigging. Watching Jerry abseil
;he 1asi:part,gf7the 445 ft shaft was an increditle cighty.as: his. lempnd
ji1umjn@§§d.xhe_wholg shaft.,; I was.able te.get a qlimec- the
stupendous dimersions of the cave.

Ll

When Jerry had jocined me at ~60Cft,] proceeded todescene otz 2774 chaft,
he 4 cescended, swiftly and smopthly, watchina.the walls areund, pe rising.The
norivelds) ofc the shaft were.brpkep rany,times) by, windews:with side;shafts .yisigge

 towards the surface.

( t heit anile

+7 oo

and 200 ft de - om a cistance . ressicr. 1s grossly cnsubtle, anc
one After what seemed like:an age,i I steppedat a small ledge. Travesing out,
I set a bclt to make the rest of the shaft free. After arcther 10C ft,
I.reached a large ledce, the  1tu;: ledoe. Here I set,up- the radio and
'he Gleared,Jerry's descent;down: the. shaft.
steep qulley PLv 3 P ‘ 1 ladcer, vou
y;r:whgninrfyujoined‘me,he had with hinm,the 43Cft bluewater and a confainer
of hot 'Rise and shine'. This was prepared at the brew point set up at the

600" ledge.

When rigging the lake shaft, I rad hopes of achieving a continental free
hang. Putting this intc practice,proved slightly nerve racking, so I
took the cowards way cut and put some rope protectors on instead.

The quality of this pitch was different to the rest. Yhereas the rest of
the cave consisted of this beautiful barded marble like rock,this shaft
was a virtual monotone of grey. There were still numerous windcws however.
After a while, of descending against the rock, the pitch became free hang-
ing. Whisps of mist and sounds of splashing indicated I was getting

close to the lake. There it was ! Gleaming in my lamp light.
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My rack slowed me to a stop just as my booct touched the muddy surface of
the lake,the time was exactly midnight. . '

After returning to join Jerry at the 1100 Tledge, I ascended the 550ft
shaft to join Sharon for a brew,letting Chris descend and bottom the
cave with Jerry.

tle detackled the cave in two stages. Chris and Jerry hauled the 430ft
rope out of the lake shaft,leaving it tied tc the 600ft rope. Jerry
and Sharon then left the cave,while Chris and myself hauled up the
ropes to the 600 ledge. I then exited up the 445ft shaft, while

Chris removed the fixings on the rope,fcllowing close behind me.

By 5.30 am, I was out of the cave and staggering acro:. uie towl to
catch a few welcome hours sleep in the tent,

In the morning, at about 11.0C am, we hauled the ropes out of the cave.
The supportparty in the meantime had joined us and we procec.-1t0 hump
the gear off Astraka.

The four of us who comprised the caving team arrived back at Vradeton,
ahead of the others, and were promptly roped in to the village festival
that was being held. A band were playing traditional Greek songs in the
village square outside the church, and copious quantities of food and
drink were being distributed.

In no time at all, we joined up 1into the procecdingsstill travel weary.

One of my best memories of the expedition is of dancing in a ring, with
the villagers, dressed in a petzl suit and wellies,
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EPTLOGUE :- Vradeton - a conclusion.

It was with many feelings of regret that we left Vradetdn. The kindness
and hospitality shown to us by the villagers, contributed very greatly
to the success of the expedition.

Cur aims and objectives were to bottom the Epos Chasm and tc find some
unknown shafts. and bottom them. In as far as we,the expedition,see,these
aims. were realised.

It should be stated however that ithe hospitable reception wr . 2d,
the outside help,from the Greek Embassy and the Greex >pciecviogical
saociety were all vital cogs in the predition.

Without the help of any one of these institutions,we would not have peen
able to do what we did.

The expedition would therefore like to extend its appreciation to these

institutions and to all the sponsors who through their denerous support
made the expedition possible.
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PHOTOGRAPHS

(&) Iooking south along the dry valley of the Vicos Gorge from just
above the resurgence., The river sinks, to reappear several miles
further down the valley. A walk alcong the dry valley reveals huge pools
up to 20 £t deep scoured-out by the winter floods., The plateau can

be seen in the background.

(5) Jeremy Complin commumnicating with base camp from the bottom of
the 144 ft pitch in Kalogria.

(6) Jon Selby prusiks up the impressive entrance pitch of Alonia,
The shaft is 210 £t deep and 60 ft wide.

{7) Jeremy Complin preparing to descend the final pitch in Kalogria.

(8) Jeremy Complin nearing the top of the first rope piich in Epos Chasm.



FPHOTOGRAPHS

A3

(1) Sharon Roy ascending Jounikis, a 60 ft shaft located at Vradeton.

(2) Pete Hart and the W.S.G. Transit Minibus., The 4500 mile return
Jjourney to the Pindus Mountains is the third ra jor expedition for the

12 year old minibus. Fords of Europe generously sponsored the expedition.

(3) A view from the dry Vicos riverbed of the mountainous Karst of
the Astraks. Plateau, rising in places to 3000 £t above the valley floor.






Appendix 1
GeoTogy of ‘Vradeton.

The visitor is impressed with the way the geology dominates the~$5hdéc$pé.
The 'village 'is reached through the southern end of the Vicos orge, hhich
has been eroded through the ubiquitous limestcme, and the mountaincus
track has been hacked around the valleys of developing karst towers
through the f]ysch

The Vimestone«is uniformly parallel tedded, varying between 1C.te 25 cm

thick with ‘occasional.'thin layers of 'shale between. Cyclic massive beds

occur and range from 1r tc 12m thick. . In the main the beds are only fractionally
‘subhor1zonta1 land’ they appear tc be unfossiffferus Sclution weathering

‘has produced spectacular tower karst 1andscape and many caves, the latter
tending to be'vertical, orginating from:.joint or fau'* . _rinsses and
unimpeded downward movement of solution. A trip into the Vicos Gorge showed
clearly the stages of solution weathering, re-juvenation of the soTution
undercuttingand 'subsequent rock fall cycle.  Alsorebserved in thisff?bo‘metre
deep 'gorge, bedded uniformly with the limestone, were beds of 1C to ]g cm
thick, black flint. These were close to the bcttom of the gorge, though

there may have been higher teds beyond vision, however, time did not 511ow
Tinvestigation. ' ; '

In several areas around the'Ji11age evidence of the beginning of- limestone
pévément was observed, as well developed pavement with joints‘dp to 3 metfros
‘deep 1in places. 'k major fault is responsible for the vaT1ey between the
village and the "tarmac road'. Here uniformly bedded sandstones and shales
"meet the limestone with a-trend of ENE - WSW

Peter Bloomfield
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AEEendix 2.

Equipment. Report.

CaVing,

Since our exploration was biased towards the vertical a high standard
of quality was required in S.R.T. gear, in addition to a good quality
user.

We chose bluewater II as our main rope as it had the best specificaticns

It certain1y was very pleasant to use even on lon¢c shafts, where its stretch
was still minimal. Its resistance tc wear was quite considerable on several
bad abrasion points.

Ve tried several types cf rope protection, the most satisfactory being
the Caving Supplies canvas rope protector, with the velcro fastening.
We affixed a bulldog clip to one end to keep it on the rope.

However the rope protection was supersaded whenever possitle by rebelaying.
The three alternatives, were natural belays, self drilling bolts and chocks.
The self drilling bolt system we chose after careful experimenting,'was the
Troll 8mm boTting kit. The anchors on average teek about 15 minutes to
insert , and 3 out of 4 placements were successful . Cne had to be careful
to clean the drilled hole out before expanding the bolt or otherwise there
would be a dangerous projection of the anchor from the rock.

Where possible, we used Interalp HeXcentric belay nuts, as these were fast and
reliable. They alsc helped in dangerous traverses for bolt placement.

Since we had a generator with us, we used mostly electric lighting. I
myselfsupplemented it with a Petzl carbide lamp, which threw a large
quantity of peripheral 1ight.

Underground clothing by all consisted of a ex RAF furry suit with a
waterproof oversuit worn in damp caves. It was found that the Petz]
suits wore better in tight rifts than the standard woven nylon suits.
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The combinations of SRT gear wused varied a Tot, the mcst pop%}ﬁtP
version used by all on the Epes de<cent was a chest mounted Petzl
croll, set high up on the chest, with a Petzl jammer or expedition

ascender.,, to,8; lang.footloep, ancia fact de knee mounted.ibbstr o

6roddy 2oq FENSOP31Iy: favoured:  theyfpcti mounted croll as itiwassisli
easd &34 19r Puls Pz @nditaker of f thes repe,- hovever, both methods functiened
perfectly.even. with 400, ft of; rope:belpw. of B

80 )

¥ g ey

with.SRT on big pitches, cne must have adequate

8% oo Tx 1 4

As ieggggs.head‘prqxection,;
prg;gctipn,_ _Ihis,ﬁs,why_Chgjs,.Jerry, and myse]f opted. for the.
gggzg XanfckﬁSagneur; climbing helmets: and adapted them for caving: lamps.
fé};p§r§@n§11ijas:reljeyed_on_severa] cccasions that we had made that desision.
steae 9idd pnipnivd
Domestic +atsannuz 23

2t i sbfa, "1 20
For cooking.ygsusedsasGamping Gaz two.ring burner. However, we found this
rather poor as the flame was quite cocl.: In the morning,  when the::
temperature was low, we could not get a head of gas at all. However,
when the bottles ran dry, we charged them with L.P. gag and thereafteér!
had no.more problems.

Mountain cooking was performed.using the Camping Gaz Bluet. burners,
which had the same temperature disadvantage. With a small Swedish
methalated spirit burner we could boil water very quickly.

For base_camp sanitation we used a bucket surrounded:by.a hescian sheet.
The bucket was treated with Thetford, Aquachem”.ihis.dispellec the flies
and stopped odours.pervading the camp;site. The contents were disposed of

in a dug OutahPIExrr i

The pettol ¢isinfectant was used on several occasions, mainly when the
evenings washing up was not dcne and the local dogs "cleaned" the dishes

.for us.

Jon Selby
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Communications.

During the planning stage, some form of communication on the longer
pitches was considered desirable particulerly in the case of Epos Chasm
or possible exploration of a deep system. Telephones tend to be heavy
and inflexible . Radios work well where the shafts are spacious, straight
and involve no constrictions. Following tests in Yorkshire prior to

the expeditioh, a system based on radios in conjunction with a guided

wire was selected as being the most suitable system for the expedition.

In this system, a thin single conductor guide wire is run down the pitch
and subsequent pitches if necessary. Lov power light weight walky talkie
radios are coupled into the wire at any point ty bringing the aerial

in close proximity to the guide wire. [Initial tests suggested a range

of at least 1500 ft in open or constricted spaces. Once thc  uide wire is
in place, communication may be maintained on the move as there is nc
physical connection with the guide wire.

This system was used in Kalogria (Yankee Snap) anc Epos Chasm using
27 MHz radios and proved indespensible. The greatest range covered
was from the top of the last pitch in Epos back to the surface.
Communication was at all times entirely satisfactory.

Lighting.

The main source of lighting for the expedition was provided from electric
lamps, largely 20 A.H. nicads. These were charged from the van battery
when necessary. A petrol driven mains/ 12 volt generator was taken to
recharge the van battery in the event of flattening the battery.

Vehicle.

Transport for the expedition was provided by the club's 1967 Ford Transit
12 seater minibus. Although in reasonable running order, a pre-expedition
pkogrammecf work was carried out to ensure reliable operation for the
anticipated 4500 mile journey.
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Three seats were removecdto provice extra storage space. The party was
Timited to nine to comply vit, FEC regulations as no tachograph is fitted
to the vehicle.

Major work carried out to the vehicle before departure included new rear
axle,new rear oil seals,new shock absorbers, several new steering items,
gearbox inspection and overhau], new rear brake cylinders, pipes and
shoes' and two new tyres Fords of Europe kindly provided.funds tc carry
out” th1s work Immed1ate1y pr1or to leaving, a thorough service was
car1ed out Over E]OO worth of spares were carr1ed in the vehicle. None
were' used o
-The van gave very 11tt1e troub]e apart from the a]ternator l“.1'ch stopped
funct1on1ng in Yugos]av1a The journey to Greece r. .. .u: with periodic
stops to charge the battery,using the petrol driven generator takeh‘for the
~ purpose of charg1ng caving lamps. The alternator was repaired in Ioanhina
by a small garage, spec1a11s1ng in automobiTe e]ectr1cs Some_prob1ems
were exper1enced with the roofrack due to overloading. No tyre‘prob1ems
were encountered as .on prev1ous expeditions. This was attributed to having
brand new tyres on the rear (load bearing) whee1s of the veh1c1e

Although a considerao1e SU??TUS“equipment was left behind, the vehicle
’w1th nine people was still overloaded. This resulted in a fine in Germany

on the outgo1ng Journey of nearly £70 and five peop]e with 1uggage were sent
to Klagenfurt, on the Yugos]av1an border, by tra1n, cost1ng another £100.

The return journeywas made through Ita]y and France via the Mont B]anc

{

tunnel.

Petrol coupons are avialable for Italy ard Yugoslavia making a reduction
in petrol costs possible.

Peter Hart
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Appendix 3. L L o
-“gartngthe planning stage, scme form of communication on the longe
Qitchea was .considered desirable particulerly in the case of Epos Chasm
Medical Report. . g g e - :
—prposstote =exploraticn of a deep system. lelepnones tend to Le heavy
and inflexible . Radios wocrk well where the shafts are spacicus, straight
A1l exped1t1on members were. checked for f1tneas before departure and .
and invalve.ng gonstricti Towin grior to

ions agaimst t ho1d arat h te
vacCinations sganst tyerotc, paratyshots ang tetanus vere broh up o

date, Because @f ou reTat1ve closeness to hosp1ta1 fac111t1es it
wire was Selected as being the mosi suitabl m tor the r\heaG ion.
not kﬁought necessary to type the members blood @ter ster1112at19 _
) tem d th'”—‘l biilf‘]i CC["M&L Oor qulae 1—.';';: 15 run down Re [J]‘C Ir
tabﬁets were taken and used, on water of dubious or1g1n but muﬁp of. the
and subsequent pitches 1f n a Low t walKy talkie
vater from the mountains was drunk untreated without slde effgc and
I‘"iC:IO are COLA "l(‘d Tili' ""‘ viire T r 1y . 1:["'!"‘ I’\‘ '“ir](" T"(‘ !‘El
only one or two mewbers suf fered from minor rra/oliorso1arrboea wh1ch
losesproximity to the guide vire. — Ini 51 ted a range
sett?ed untreate _ o
of at: least 1500 ft in open or constricted spaces. nce Jide wire is
in place, communication may be maintainec on the mo chere is ne

A1though we were not going er trom c1v111zat1on, there were times vhen
physical connection with'The gui de wire,

members o7 the party viere severa h@urg walk frem the nearest road, and

habi 12 hours from a hospital therefore
Proy sy Jitgn was used in §p10gr1a gzaﬂrt‘ pnapweqﬁceﬁ gpﬁgatg d

with wost serious 1]lnesses and accidepts Our th
27 MFz radios and proved Tndespert“u : @ﬂkﬁe ?'ygﬁﬁet90599e@°"y

drug firms who donated drugs and equipmen S
gas .,omi'rc top of +Peg%a qc%pmﬂ Epea EFCr1%t ﬁpagtgghledgements)

CommuT1cat1J1 was at all times cn'!FEI} satisfactory.
Fortunatly however, the expedition sustainec no serious injuriessthe only

prob]ems requiring attention were minor cuts and blisters and one badly
tin
%» ankle. Sunburn was a problem for some members, despite the
pr0v1s10n of ultra- v1o1et barrier creams. Two inhabitants of Vradeton

The ma purce of q . for the expecjticn was provided from electric
were %reated or severe L%onchwt1s, w1th ant1b1o?1cs. *

lamps, largely 20 A.ii. nicads. These were chargedpfr q@nprgoyéthauterv

when necessary. A petrol driven mains/ 17 volt generator was taken tc

ApBend1x 4,
recharge the van battery in the event of flattening the battery.

Greece expedition logistics and planning.

yenicle;
The exped1t1on was conceived at the AFN of W.S.G., January 1979,

[ransport for the expedition was provided by the club'S 1967 Ford Tramsit
221 79):a£§f]m}61tus._Aitnoueq in reascnable running order, a pre-expedition
) ,%._Lmu-f work was_ carried_ ou ) ensure reiiable ation for the

Preparation of sggnsorsﬁ1p appeals, presenters and pre 1m1rrry research
carrfB8'S 1]E“tg%:heme'prrces'gn‘tedra%’w S.G. group meeting cr Thursday 25.1.79.
Chris Sowe 4graes  te co-organise expedition.

5.2.79

Post the appeals to prospective sponsors,Jderry Complin joins expedition.
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0.2.79
Receive offers of»assistance from FQrds and Autobar.

[
oD

11.3.79

Meeting with Chris, Sharon Roy joins expedition, together form organising
committee. Instruct Sharon to open current account in her name, for
exped1t1on accounts Chr1s agrees to hand]e suppT1es for camp etc

Also Chr1s hand1es hovercraft booking. ,

Draft 1etter to Greek embassy to request permission for caving on Astraka.

21.3.79

Pete Hart joins expedition, work on minibus planned. W.S.G. give official
backing to scheme.Agreement reached on loan of club tar"'- J minibus.
600 foot Bluewater rope purchased.

2.4.73

——————

Depisits collected from all so far taking part. This enables hovercraft
to be booked. Chris starts to purchase supplies.

"10.5.79
Meet with Chris, tentatively plan route and timing.

17.5. 79
Recelve not1f1cat1qn from Greek embassy, perw1ss1on granted, start to
make arrangements_to_meet Greek Speleclogical Soc1ety in loannina.

56 _

‘Meeting of all taking part so far. Dave Higginson joins expediticn' Pete
agrees to organ1se ‘route plan, also arranges generator for lighting etc.
600ft R1uewater de11vered

2.6.79
Tony Boycott joins expedition.

7,8.7.79
A1l expedition personnel present at Malham Cove to practice vertical rope

and rescue Technuques
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21.7.79

Discuss details of rcute with Pete ard Tony. Tony finalises medical

preparaticns |

1.3.79

Chris 'finalises invVéntory for supplies. Arrangements with:the~Greek:

Speleological society confirmed: via Greekcembassy: Work on'minibus

starts‘to show completion. Supplies for drinks collected fromiAutobar.

2-23.8.79

Small ends and occasional micro panics resolved.

24.8.79
Expedition leaves' for Greece.
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